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WERE IS TOE SEA SERPEN!
ffl v; Terror and Attraction.ij 1,jof Ocean Beaches ot a

I Few Years Ago Is I

e ; : I Heard of Ho More JS
I tdm0yy Iy --Descriptions Compare lffjnW
I I

' ' ' 1 Reptile to All the "j

H j' Times J
Tn former da 3 there were sea

serpents aplenty. The jrood people
of other times reporter! seeing them
frequently. Contemporaries of
Christopher Colurahus saw them
sporting ahoot in the Atlantic
Ocean ami Sir Francis Drake sighted
a few as ho circumnavigated tho
world.

In m-r- o recent years the pea ser-
pent tarned. down and bee-am- one
of the docile animals of the bathing
b lies of the Atlantic Coast. Twenty-f-

ive years ago ho was one of the
most valued assets of the summer
resorts because he did not appear
all the time and summer visitors
to the Atlantic Coast often would
prolong their Btay ;ind enrich tho
pockftbooks of Ihe resort keeper in
hopes of seeing one of the mon-
sters, who could curl around the
sea and with his tail side-swip- e

a herd of cattle into the briny deep
In a minute hut wouldn't.

But the beloved and much prized
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sea serpent is no more No more
tales of his prowess have been cir- -

f culaled for some years and stone- -

hearted telegraph editors of the
metropolitan dailies refuse to buy
stories fiorn coast town correspond-
ents who send In riews of the sea
serpents

In the earlier days of American
scare head the summer
resort correspondents used to make

money seeing sea ser-
pents. The demand for them was

r good. The last great sea serpent
discoverer of note faded from fume
a score of years ago. At that time
he was on the coast of Ntw Jersey
and the summer season was open-
ing all along the Atlantic seaboard.
The correspondent wired to his edi-
tor in New York a query something
like the following:

"Great sea monster seen oft the
coast. Breathes fire and smoke
irom hil QOBtrllfl and Is trying to
rea h lighthouse keeper. Worth
io.oqo words."

The telegraph editor looked the
message over and wired back:

"Change your brand of whisky."
The tirst sea serpent of history

Wns seen during the reign of Ptol-pto- j

11, who ruled at Alexandria,
Pt, when it wus one of the cen-

ters of and learning. This ser-C;- nt

wat a pony compared with

some seen in recent centuries. Tt
was only 60 feet long. It was big
enoucrh, however, to devastate the
vegetation along shore and to y

fishermen's huts and kill the
fishermen. Sailors finally threw a

lariat ever lis head and dragged it
to Alexandria, where they present-
ed it to Ptolemy.

Other sea serpents were seen at
various times in hist ory but one
of the hitrgost was the one seen by
Bishop Paul Bgede, missionary' to
Greenland; who sailed for the land
of perpetual winter July, 17".4. No
one will deny but that the Bishop
told the truth and this is what he
wrote:

"On July 6, 171. there appeared
a cry large and frightful sea mon-sie- r,

which raised itself so high out
of the water that its head reahed
above our main-to- It had a lonsr.
sharp snout and spouted water like
a whale, and had very wide, broad
flappers The body seemed to be
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covered with scales, and the skin
was uneven and wrinkled The
lower part was forme--d Like a snake.
After some time the creature
plunged backward into the water,
and then turned its tall up above
the surface, a whole ship-lenst- h

from the head. Tho following even-
ing we had very bad weather
CAPTAIN M VMS OATH
TO SEEING SERPENT.

Cnpt. .Lawrence do Ferry, com-
mander of r.er'en, Norway, was an-
other man. who saw sea serpents at
that period. Captain de Ferry had
made st.it. merits about the eergent
and Bishop Pontoppidan called on
him to prove what he had seen Tho
captain and two of bis seamen made
oath to the following statement.

"The latter end of August of thn
year 1 was on u voyage, in
my return from Trudtheim. in a
very calm and hot day, having a
mmd to put in at Holde. It hap-
pened that when we were arrived
with my vessel within six miles of
the aforesaid Molde. being a place
aibd Jule-Naes- s, as 1 was reading

In B book. I heard a kind of mur-
muring voice from among the men
at the oars, who were eight in
number, and observed that the
man at the helm kept off from tho
land

"Upon this I inquired what was
the matter, and w as Informed there
wa a sea snake upon us. I then
ordered the man at the helm to keep
up with the land and come near
this animal of which I had heard so
many stories which 1 did not be-

lieve. Though the fellows wcro
Under some apprehension they
were obliged to obey my orders or
be hung at the yard arm In the
meantime the sea snake came near
us and we were compelled to tack
Hie vessel in order to get a near
view. As the snake swam faster
than we could possibly row and as
the wind was too light for sailing I
tired at the snake, whereupon it
dived beneath the waves.

"We rowed to the place where it
wa nt down. Which in the calm could
easily be observed, thinking it might
return, but It did not The head
of the sea serpcat was like that of
a horse, with long black, while and
deep id n k eyes. We saw seven or
eight coi's of the snake."

Captain Linle of the United
States Nav sail a sea serpent near
Boston In 17R0. He was there wait-
ing r a tight with a British ship
when the serpent suddenly ap-

peared. They were making ready
to lire upon it when it plungod be-

neath the waves, never to appear

MONSTERS of other
Tvlosarus.

ages.

Upper right A restoration
t cretaceous reptiles. Up-

per center A mastodon.
Lower center tricera-top- s.

Lower left A crea-tosauru- s.

again as long as they watcned.
Another sworn statement from a

reliable man was made by Rev.
Donald Maclean, who wrote to a
Scottish Natural History Society
ihe following affidavit-

"I saw an animal of which you
inep.iire In June. 1S2S, on the coast
of Coll, Scotland Rowing along
the coast 1 observed at a distance
of a mile an object to windward
My companions and J steered to
shore In our fright. Just as we
Jumped ashore the animal rose at
the stern of, our boat It had dis-

appeared upon seeing us, and We
thought at the time it miuht be.

making for US und?r water Its
head appeared at the stern of the
boat Just after the last man had
Jumped to the rocks and we had
made our craft fast It saw it was
too late.

"This animal had a head some-
what broad ami something in the
shape of an oval. The crews of
thirteen fishing boats saw that sea
serpent."

The best known ff 1 serpent ap-

peared In 1S17 In the harbor of
Gloucester, Cape Ann. It was seen
by some many different persons
that it became a f imili ir object
and the Llnaean Society of New
England sent an expedition to In-

vestigate. The expedition failed to
see the serpent, but took oaths from
numerous persons who claimed to
Bee d They took the word of only
reputable persons and those onl
under oath.
mj txtoks nrcLKi:i
11 s UNUSUAL CREATURE

It certainly was an unusual crea-
ture from tho sworn statements of
spectators. Hon. Lonson Nash,
who took the affidavits, and who In
turn made one hilmself. dcsi nhcd
the animal as being 70 feet long,
lie said the largest part was as big
as a hogshead and moved at the
rate of a mile a minute.

Theories were advance.) thai the
animal was a survivor of the pre-
historic ages and the serpent be-

came known as the st serpent."
Ho was seeu with great regularity.
In 1830 he made several visits Dear
Kennebunk. Me Ho was seen by
three men who were fishing oif

the coast. Two were so alarmed
they went below, and Mr. Gooch
was the only man left on deck.
Gooch had the descriptions left all
to himself. He wanted to run. but
he ah" realized that ;f he survived
he would have some whopper of a
story to tell. He said the creature
way c feet in circumference and 00
feet long. He later made oath to
the lact and half tho citizens of
ihe town made oath that his word
was unquestionable snd half the
town made oath that he was a
liar. The town w is divided on the
matter until the Civil War. when
opponents of both sides fought side
by side in the Union Army.

In ' the following was
printed in the London Zoologist. It
being the sworn testimony of a sea
aptain of a Ashing expedition off

Halifax, Nova Scotia.
"At the distance of 100 yards

from our starboard bow, tho head
and neck of some denizen of the
deep appeared It was preelsel
like some snake and was in the act
of swimming

"'1 h' reptile was at least SO feet
long and we were taken consider-
ably aback at seeing It swim past
ns. With staring eyes and speech-
less wonder we stood staring for
fully a half minute. There could
bo no mistake; no delusion. All
were satisfied they had seen a sea
serpent We set tho head of the
reature at about 6 feet. The neck

in thickness equaled the bowl of
an ordinary sized tree."

No doubt but this serpent was
the who had dwelt around
further down the coasc several years
before Common opinion at the
time was that the extra length was
due to added years

There Is no doubt but the testi-
mony given herewith is true as
near as the human eye can judge
Without exception the observations
were taken from persons of great
repute. The stories of sea ser-
pents appearing at the bathing
beaches also are true as far as the
human eye can be trusted. Scien-
tists have explained the sea ser-
pent in two ways. One is that the
monsters of the deep were crea-
tures from the age of reptiles. The
vliile is a prehistoric animal. lie

evidently was created in an age
when there was much less land
than at present. Som- - whales are
as huge as t h " sea serpents usually
d( bi ribed. The whale )s unlike any
Other living animal. He does not
possess any of the characteristics
of other animals. In the firsi place
he Is a mammal. Other sea-goi-

creatures are not mammals. The
whale will fight for her youn? as
f. ro. lously as any land mammal.
Unlike other mammals the whalo
lues lii water. I'nr' hermore the
whale Is a long-live- d creature.

A few years ago a whale was
killed off t'ne i oast of Iceland. In
the whale's body was found the
head of a harpoon with lettering
Bhow.lng without a doubt that It
dated back to at least the time of
Tief Krlckson in the year lf00.
Thai whale had lied and been ali-

a- ked by Norsemen before tho
Norman Invasion of England. It

was a live creature during the
crusades. Tt existed COO years be-

fore the discovery of America by
( olumbus.
SEA SKRYENT v MORJ
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If such an impossible monster as
a whale can exist, why cao't a sea
serpent exist" Perhaps the xea
serpen' is rylng off. Perhaps all are
not dead, own in the body of the
earth fossils arc still to be found

1

of animals of the prehistoric ages
arid thy do not differ much from
the descr iptions of th'" : ea serpents.

In fact some of them are more
:rofeseue than the sea serpents.
Some of 1 hem an Just about as im-
possible. We kno.s thej did ex:-- '
f th did exist, why not ive the

esteemed Bishops ind fishermen
who saw the sea serpents of a few
years ago the benefit of tne doubt
and admit they did exist w Itbln re-te-

years? In tact, why not ioo
for them every little while when
near the sea coast .' The old-tim- rj

seamen were always o the lookout
for something strange and wonder-
ful The man of ihe present time
Is always trying to explain every-
thing away. The old-ti- Beaman
used to look out to sea and observe
some debris Moating on the water
and make himself believe he had
sen a sea serpent. We might look
out on the water and see seventeen
mermaids and four sea serpents
having a serpentine waltz and Still
doubt our oj es.

That there arc terrible monsters
111 the deep there can be no aouUt
One of these is the whale. It was
onl in 1308 that a whale de-
vastated the tish traps off Port
Townsend, Wash., be.uuse the fish-
ermen had captured one of Its
young. A whaler recently put In
port in Liverpool with the arm of
an octopus 38 feet long. The arm
had been taken from Ihe mouth of
a whale he had killed and had
stuck in the hugh animal's throat.
Tho octupus Is doubtless a more
fearful animal than th . sea serpent.

Canada Nearly Annexed.
Canada came nearer becoming a

part of the United Stales one hun-dred years ago than ever before, or
since. An Amerban invading army
had crossed onto Canadian soil ithad won a hard fought Victory friv-In- g

Itself confidence. Another' bat-
tle; Jub 36, 1814, resulted in a sen-o-

setback for the British forcesThen the stupidity, or tlmorousness,
of an American general, elevated to
command through the unfortunate
wounding of his two superiors, al-
lowed the British to regain all they
had lost without firing a single gun
or losing a single soldier.

After the battle at T'hlppewa
Creek, July 5, iSH, General Brown,
commanding the American forces,
found himself In rathe.- - precarious
position. General Rial! bad been

by General Drummond
with several regiments of British
regulars and was preparing to deal
the Americans a blow that would
drive them back across the Niagara
River.

Brown knew this, knew he could
no hope for him-
self, knew- - the British had 8,500
men to his 2,500. yet he determined
to fight; mor he determined to
attack Rial and Drummond before
they were ready to crush him by
mere numerical weight. According-
ly, July 2a, he ordered his plucky
little army to advance.

The first brigade, under Brig.
Gen. Wintield Scott, was In the van
and borne the brunt of the fight. a
It did at Chippewa. He had ome
thirteen hundred men in his com-
mand. About 5 o'clock In the after-
noon the advance guard ot the
Twenty-secon- d Infantry, Col Hugh
Brady, nvet ih OUtpOSta of the Brit-
ish near LundyS Lane, a road 0 ;".
miles northwest Of Buffalo on the
Canadian side

Brown had hoped to find that ihe
British forces divided when he or-
dered tho advance. Scott's skir-
mishers soon learned different. The
critir,. English forve vva.s In easy
communication, with two thousand
men occupying fortified positions in
advance. Drummond commanded
l,.i00 in reserve The Brili-'- line
was crescent shaped, along the brow
of a hill that commanded the entire
territory around.

Scott saw all this at a glance To
retreat would be to admit defeat; to
stand still would be ultimate de.
Btructlon, and to atta k with his
brigade seemed folly He had only
three or four small guns while the
British had planted a heavy battery
in the center of their line. Notwith-
standing, Scott prepared to charge.
As at Chipp'W,a. he detached part
of his men as flankers. Colonel
Brad and Major Jessup led three
hundred on a wide detour to the
ricrht. while Scott took the remain-
ing thousand In person.

The charge went Straight to the
center, it was an um.izmg man-
euver. More than 2.000 men in a

Choseb position, heavily defended
with artillery, were charged in the
open by less than a thousand with

r.oo detached for a flank attack. I
Th British could hardly believe

their eyes The audicity of the
Americans stupefied them for a few j"

moments. Then the roar of tho at- - 1 Itacking rifles and glitter of the bay- - J
onets the attackers curried al ihe
barge brought them to reality. The,r the battle was terrific.

Again and again Scott led his col-um- n

gainst the. British line. Each
time it was hurled bark the Intrepid Itighter would ride along the dm?.
reforming hta men. and then, with- - K;i
out waiting for a breath hardlv. m I

Ihey were back at the charge again
Scott was wounded. So were Brady.

ill and Jessup. bis regimental E
commanders Leavenworth 1 bat- - IV
ta lion of Die Ninth infantry

to retreat after charging the JH s
British and calmly reformed lis
lines within pistol shot of the Brit- -

Ish position. The other lelrnents.
en ouraged by that grandstand, rc- - t
formed near by

Brady and Jessup now succeeded
In forcing their way through the I
Briti-- h left, They circled the Brit-i- h

rear with their handful of nu n. '

causing six times their number to
retreat hastily. Riall and his head- -

quarters stall moved too slow a:id
the Americans captured the general

Brown now arrived with Ripley's i
brigade These men had march T

at double time for nearly an hour, V

yet they went into line and relieved 1
Scott's brigade of the attack with- -

out rest The British had conclud- - bbbbs1

ed they would have a rest when
Rlple) ch irpcd As his line was re- - H
pulsed Porter's brigade arrived.
Brown now decided to charge the
British batteries He called Colonel
Miller of the Twenty-firs- t Infantry
to him. He pointed to the battery
and asked the Colonel if he could
take it. I will try, sir," the Col-on- el

replied The First Regiment,
under t 'olonel Nicholas, was ordered
to support

It was now dark. Only a wanin?
moon shed a dim light ever the bat-ti- e

field Th.- - s.cind of conlllct had
ied awaj until in the ever increas-In- g

intervals of artillery (Ire the
rattle of musketry was hardly
heard .Miller's men crawled for-wa-

They reached a low fence
within twenty yai'ds of the batteries
undiscovered Poking their lon
rlfies over the lower rail, they took
areful aim at the gunners, out-line- d

against the evening sky, and
fired. A bayonet charge followed.
In less than ten minutes the British
were in full flisht and American
supports were taking possesion of I

the deserted works. For many
years after this the Twent first in-
fantry wore the words. T will try.
sir," on the buttons of their coats.

Drunimond now moved his re- -

serves into action and took charge
of the British force. He forme J his
fresh men at the foot of the hill H
and atti mpted to retake the posi-
tion Five separate assaults were
made that night The American
troops would fire one volley at tho
red dashes of the British guns and
'ton rush out to end .the tussle
band to hand Fully half the dead.
after the five British charges hid
failed, had fallen from bayonet and
sword wounds Scott's brigade-- .

now rested, made a counter charge V
after the fifth British assault. It
was nearly midnight. They drove
the British, hedter-sk- f Iter, down
Lundy's Lane Unfortunately, the
eommander was wounded severely
and forced to go to the rear. Brown aH
was also struck and the command
devolved upon Ripley.

For some . reason, early in tho
morning of July 26 Ripley with-dre- w

the army after spiking the;
British guns, which could not be
moved for lack of horses. Brown
did not learn of the retreat until
sunrise. Even then, weak from loss
of blood and sleep, he ordered that
ihe bill be reoccupied But Drum-mon- d

had taken advantage of Rip-- b

y's error and Brown soon realittd
that it would be suicidal to attack
a?aln. The army went back to
Fort Erie, where under General
Gaines, it soon withstood a stage:

Poor Little Boy. at plcpl. suffer-In-- ,-

from repletion Oh. please. Ml?s. H
don't spli me to have any more: I

"Bobby, I suppose you say vour
prayers ever; nisht." "Ws'm."
"And what are the thing? you pray
for"" "Mostly that pop won't find
out What I've been doing through j

the fl
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